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Meeting Minutes

Welcome

● Will Dudenhausen gave an overview of the desired meeting outcomes for the
evening. Representation from the Tribal Council was not available for this
meeting, due to scheduling conflicts. However, it was reported that the decision
of the Tribal Council was in favor of allowing the Occaneechi name to remain on
the list for consideration as a possible name recommendation for one of the two
schools in question.

Context Setting

● The facilitators reviewed the Committee Charge Statement, followed by the
“working agreements'' and Groundrules with the group. (These are a set of
agreed-upon expectations and desired outcomes of the work/its committee
members.)

Sharing of the Names

To replicate the same process for C.W.Stanford, which was used for Cameron Park,
committee members shared only the top two- to three- names they chose for
consideration.

1. Charger Middle, Northern Orange Middle, Poplar Middle
2. Strouds Creek, Northern Orange, Occaneechi
3. Orange Middle, Charger Hill Middle
4. Strouds Creek, Occaneechi
5. (pass)
6. Occaneechi, Orange Middle, Northern Orange Middle
7. Orange Middle, Occaneechi Middle, Hillsborough Middle
8. Occaneechi Middle, Corbett Middle
9. Orange Middle, Occaneechi Middle
10.Northern Orange Middle, Occaneechi Middle

-BREAK-

Sharing of Rationales/Reasons/Research for the recommendations

● The committee started the discussion with names that had generated the most
energy.



● Occaneechi Middle was the first to be discussed by the group.
○ Committee Member Patrick Mitchell shared additional

information/research for the group to consider, which supported an
ongoing concern of whether the Occaneechi tribe was ever involved with
enslavement of others.

○ It was noted that, with a simple Google search, accounts can be found,
which point to documents where enslavement was “associated” with the
Occaneechi past--whether the Hillsborough band, or not.

○ Mr. Mitchell posed the question:  If “association” with segregation was the
main cause for the Board’s decision to rename C.W. Stanford middle
school, how then could the Occaneechi name, which was “associated”
with enslavement, be considered?

■ What is okay?
■ How will the people handle this?
■ How will the press handle this?

○ Some other committee members shared the same concerns, especially
that someone who is very much against the name change might “find,”
come across or even manufacture negative information about the tribe,
that cannot be proved wrong OR right.

○ With a concern about specific wording, Mr. Mitchell also brought up Board
Policy 7700, which references the legality of agreements between the
Board and other “government entities.” However, Board Attorney Eva
DuBuisson joined the call to explain that Policy 7700 is a personnel policy
that deals with labor unions/not having collective bargaining agreements.

■ Ms. DuBuisson stated further that OCS would just use the name
and that this is not a joint partnership between the Board and the
Occaneechi Band of the Saponi nation.

○ Still other committee members maintained that the Occaneechi name
would honor the local Native Americans overall.

○ Another concern was that if the name was not appropriate for one school,
could it be appropriate for the other, for the same stated reasons. Some
members expressed a change of heart/desire to reconsider the
Occaneechi name.

■ Vetting and researching is very difficult.
● Strouds Creek

○ Here again, there is association of the Stroud name with slave ownership
c. 1700.

■ The debate about “association” continued



○ The C.W. Stanford was brought up. It was reported that he was chairman
of the school board during a time when the board went against integration
of schools.

● Committee Member John Blackfeather Jeffries summarized the history of the
Occaneechi of Hillsborough, re-emphasizing that “this was Occaneechi-town way
before it became Hillsborough.” After an emotional expression of having “lived it”
as a tribe member and sharing his unique point of view, he subsequently exited
the meeting.

○ Facilitator Maggie Chotas expressed how very sensitive and difficult this
work is.

● Ms. DuBuisson reiterated that there is no policy or legal impediment to using the
Occaneechi name, and that the considerations being discussed are political,
ethical, practical, but NOT legal.

● The fact that “anyone” has the right to “dig” up information was brought up again.
○ People respected and loved C.W. Stanford, according to Ron Roche.

■ Known details of C.W. Stanford’s background were shared by Mr.
Ron Roche.

■ C.W. Stanford “was a respected man who was honored right before
he died with the name of the junior high school.”

■ The school has been in existence for 52 years.
■ Mr. Roche stated that he could support the name change if it makes

people proud and makes the school proud. It is a good school, and
there is a historic “Charger buy-in.”

■ There is a need for no one to be able to “dig up concerns” when
and with the new name.

● The group seemed to be trying to come to a consensus on the Occaneechi
name.

○ Is this a name we want to put forward?

Consideration for other names put forward / Process of elimination

● Previous discussions were out of complete respect and love for the Occaneechi,
but the meeting pivoted to give attention to the other names, which were brought
up for consideration. The organic process of elimination ensued for the middle
school, just as it did for the elementary school.

● Consensus was to remove Corbett
● Charger Hill

○ For the large hill behind the school
○ T-shirts say, “I am the best because I can do Charger Hill!”



● Orange Middle
○ Because the Orange High School and the middle school share more than

just a bus parking lot. Staff and students from each school support one
another with activities, etc. It could be Orange Campus.

● Strouds Creek was removed by consensus.
● One reason Northern Orange was recommended was to distinguish between

OHS and OMS; hence NOMS.
○ The campus is actually South of the high school

● Gravelly Hill and Charger Hill are similar
○ Charger Hill would save money and hold tradition

● Poplar Middle and Hillsborough Middle were recommended because the majority
of the trees are poplars.

○ Poplar Middle is not controversial.

Homework

Think and reflect upon tonight’s discussion.

Mr. Ron Roche, principal of C.W. Stanford Middle, will solicit staff and especially,
student feedback on the names that remained by the close of the meeting. He will report
at the next meeting on Tuesday, May 25

Next Steps

The group will discuss once more in earnest and try to reach consensus on two or three
names to present to the Board for the renaming of C.W. Stanford Middle.


